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I reviewed thirty-one entries. The tourney was successful as the participants produced above-

average compositions. Almost all the entries were of the logical type. I tried to be objective,

despite my tastes and preferences. I have not carefully checked the entries for its predecessors,

as well as the correctness of the solution. I will work these issues later, to the final results. The

results are preliminary and the comments are wellcome. I thank all the composers for

participating and I wish you all the best.

The award ranking is as follows:

W________w
[w4wdn$wI]
[dwdBdNdw]
[wdwdPipd]
[dNGwdw0P]
[wdpdPdwd]
[dwdrdwdw]
[whw)b)wd]
[gwdqdwdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize
Valery Kirillov, 
Grigory Popov & Igor Yarmonov

#12√                       (11+11)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwhw4w]
[wdwdpdwd]
[0wdkdwdw]
[pdwHwdph]
[dpIwdwGw]
[wdwdwHwd]
[dBdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st-2nd Prize
Olivier Schmitt 
Dedicated to Mike Prcic 

#33                             (5+9) 

W________w
[w4wdrdwd]
[dpGw0wdw]
[wIwdNdPd]
[0pdkHPdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)Pdw0wdw]
[wdB0w)bh]
[dwgwdndq]
w--------w

3rd-4th Prize
Olivier Schmitt

#20√                        (10+14)

1st-2nd Prize - (Valery Kirillov, Grigory Popov & Igor Yarmonov - M1796) Strong, logical

composition. The capture of the black Rook (on the second move) is compensated by the

sacrifice of the white Knight on the key-move. Vibrant, original and beautiful. All white Pawns

take an active part, which is important in a good composition. Two piquant model mates in the

finale. I especially liked the beautiful mate by a Pawn. Congratulations! Solution: 1.Sfd6+?

Ke5 2.f4+ gxf4 3.Rf5+ gxf5 4.Sf7+ Kxe4!; 1.Sd4! Rxd4 2.Bxd4+ Ke7 3.Bc5+ Kf6 4.Be3 Qg1

5.Bd4+ Ke7 6.Bc5+ Kf6 7.Sd6+ Ke5 8.d4+! cxd3 9.f4+! gxf4 10.Rf5+! gxf5 11.Sf7+

Kxe4/Kf6 12.Bc6/e5#.

1st-2nd Prize - (Olivier Schmitt - M1814) The Main plan is to move the white Bishop to d3-

square, Kf2 to b3-square and then: 1.Bc4+ Ke4 2.Sd2+ Ke3 3.Sc2#. White accomplishes this

goal by maneuvering its pieces, always thretening a mate and capturing black Pawns on a5, a4

and b3. Solution: 1.Bc7! Kc5 2.Sd3+ Kd5 3.Sf4+ Kc5 4.Sfxe6+ Kd5 5.Sf4+ Kc5 6.Sd3+ Kd5

7.Sf2 Kc5 8.Se4+ Kd5 9.Sf6+ Kc5 10.Sd7+ Kd5 11.Sb6+ Kc5 12.Sxa4+ Kd5 13.Sb6+ Kc5

14.Sd7+ Kd5 15.Sf6+ Kc5 16.Se4+ Kd5 17.Sd2 a4 18.Bd3! Kc5 19.Se4+ Kd5 20.Sf6+ Kc5

21.Sd7+ Kd5 22.Sb6+ Kc5 23.Sa4+ Kd5 24.Sb6+ Kc5 25.Sd7+ Kd5 26.Sf6+ Kc5 27.Se4+

Kd5 28.Sd2 Kc5 29.S2xb3+! Kd5 30.Bg3! (31.Bc4+ Ke4 32.Sd2+ Ke3 33.Sc2#) 30...Sf3 and

now the Main plan: 31.Bc4+ Ke4 32.Sc5+ Ke3 33.Sc2# with the black Knight self-blocking f3-

square.

3rd-4th Prize - (Olivier Schmitt - M1798) The Main plan: 1.Sc4 Sg4 2.Sf4+ Kd4 3.Se2+ Kd5

4.fxe3 Sfxe3 5.Sc3+ Kd4 6.Be5+ Sxe5 7.Sxb5+ Kd5 8.Sxe3#, but 1…bxc4! The try: 1.Sf4+?

Kd4 2.Se2+ Kd5 3.Sc3+ Kd4 4.Sxb5+ Kd5 5.Sc3+ Kd4 6.Se2+ Kd5 7.Sf4+ Kd4 8.Se6+ Kc3!,

the black King escapes to с3-square, аnd after 9.Be5+ Kxc2! Thus, White must first protect its

Bishop. Solution: 1.Sd3! Ke4 2.Se1+! (the Bishop is now guarded) Kd5 3.Sf4+ Kd4 4.Se2+

Kd5 5.Sc3+ Kd4 6.Sxb5+ (the black Pawn is captured) Kd5 7.Sc3+ Kd4 8.Se2+ Kd5 9.Sf4+

Kd4 10.Se6+ Kd5 11.Sd3 Ke4 12.Se5+ Kd5 (we are back to the initial setting, but without

black Pb5). And now the Main plan: 13.Sc4 Sg4 14.Sf4+ Kd4 15.Se2+ Kd5 16.fxe3 Sfxe3

17.Sc3+ Kd4 18.Be5+ Sxe5 19.Sb5+ Kd5 20.Sxe3#. A good, quiet, flight-giving key. The

author is known for such multi-way constructions. This logical composition with rich content is

a good manifestation of his style.
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W________w
[wdwdn4qd]
[0KdBdwdw]
[p0w0w)wd]
[)wdkdw0w]
[NdwdwdRg]
[dwGp0wdr]
[PdwdpdPd]
[dwdwhwdw]
w--------w#23√                          (9+15)

3rd-4th Prize
Olivier Schmitt W________w

[wdndrdwd]
[dwdwdwhw]
[wdwdp0wd]
[dwdpdw0w]
[wdwdwdR0]
[0wdpdwdk]
[wdwdwIRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Special Prize
Baldur Kozdon

#9                             (3+11)

1st Honorable Mention
Olivier Schmitt 

3rd-4th Prize - (Olivier Schmitt - M1768) The Main plan: 1.Kxa7? Sc2 2.Sxb6+ Kc5 3.Sa4+

Kd5 4.a3 из-за 4… e1Q/Be1!. Therefore, White plans to capture Bh4 and also Pe2. 1.Rd4+!

Ke5 2.Rb4+ Kd5 3.Bd4 Ke4 4.Bb2+ Kd5 5.Rd4+ Ke5 6.Rxh4+ (Bishop is captured) 6…Kd5

7.Sc3+ Ke5 8.Sxe2+ (The Pawn is captured) 8…Kd5 9.Sc3+ Ke5 10.Sa4+ Kd5 11.Rd4+ Ke5

12.Rb4+ Kd5 13.Bd4 Ke4 14.Bc3+ Kd5 15.Rd4+ Ke5 16.Rg4+ Kd5 and now the Main plan:

17.Kxa7 Sc2 18.Sxb6+ Kc5 19.Sa4+ Kd5 20.a3 ~ 21.Sb6+ Kc5 22.Bb4+ Sxb4 23.axb4#. A

powerful composition implementing a very complex idea.

Special Prize - (Baldur Kozdon - M1765) If immediately 1.Rh2+? Kxh2, then after 2.Rxh4+

follows 2…gxh4! Therefore, White must first make preparations. 1.Rg1! Sf5 2.Kf3 Sd4+

3.Rxd4 Kh2 4.Rg2+ Kh3 5.Kf2 g4 6.Rgxg4 Rh8 7.Rg2 Rg8 is now 8.Rh2+ Kxh2 9.Rxh4#.

Laconic, clearly and beautiful!

1st Honorable Mention - (Olivier Schmitt - M1767) 1.e7? f1Q!; 1.Sf1? c5!; 1.Sd1! Kd5

2.Sce3+! (2.Sxb6+? Sxb6!) 2...Ke4 3.Sf1 Kd5 4.Sde3+! (4.e7? Kc4!) 4...Ke4 5.e7 Sxe7 6.Sd1

Kd5 7.Sfe3+ Ke4 8.Sc4 Kd5 9.Sxb6+ Ke4 10.Sc3+ Ke3 11.Sc4#. It is interesting how the

Knights interact with each other to achieve the goal. Model mate.

W________w
[wdndwdwH]
[)pdpgBdp]
[w0wdwdwd]
[dwdw)kdK]
[wdw)wdwd]
[dw0Pdwdp]
[wdwdNdpd]
[4wdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd Honorable Mention
Olivier Schmitt  

#14                             (8+11) 

W________w
[wdwgwdwd]
[dwdpdKdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dwGw0w0w]
[B)kdNdwd]
[dwHpdwdw]
[wdw0wdwd]
[dwhwdwdw]
w--------w

3rd Honorable Mention
Olivier Schmitt  

#11                             (6+9) 

W________w
[wHwdwdnd]
[dwdw4wdw]
[wdwdrdwd]
[dw0w)wdw]
[wdPiwGwh]
[dwdBdw)w]
[wdK$wdwd]
[gwdwdwdw]
w--------w

4th Honorable Mention
Alexandr Pankratyev

#5                                (8+7)

2nd Honorable Mention - (Olivier Schmitt - M1813) 1.Be8! Ke6 2.Sf4+ Kf5 3.Sd5 Ke6 4.a8Q

Rxa8 5.Sf4+ Kf5 6.Sxh3 Ke6 7.Sf4+ Kf5 8.Sxg2 Ke6 9.Sf4+ Kf5 10.Se2 Ke6 11.Bf7+ Kf5

12.Sg6 hxg6+ 13.Bxg6+ Ke6 14.Sf4#. Similar maneuvers as in the previous composition

ending with a model mate.

3rd Honorable Mention - (Olivier Schmitt - M1811) 1.Sd1! Kd5 2.Sec3+ Kc4 3.Bxd7 Kb3

4.Ba4+ Kc4 5.Se4 Kd5 6.Sef2 e4 7.Sg4 e3 8.Sdxe3+ Ke4 9.Bc6+ Kf4 10.Bd6+ e5 11.Bxe5#. A

logical composition with a typical play for such multi-way constructions, which ends with

model mate.

4th Honorable Mention - (Alexandr Pankratyev - M1778) 1.Re2! (2.Re4#) Sf6 2.Be3+ Kxe5

3.Bf4+ Kd4 4.Be5+ Rxe5 5.Sc6#. The key forces the black Knight to self-block on f6. Then, the

white Pawn is sacrificed following the white Rook sacrifice on the same square.

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[0wGK0whw]
[pdwdwdwh]
[dwiwdw0w]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dpHpdpdw]
[wdPdbdwd]
[dw4wdwdw]
w--------w

5th Honorable Mention
Olivier Schmitt  

#11                             (5+12) 

W________w
[w4NdwGwd]
[dpdwdwdw]
[wdwdw1wd]
[gB)kdpdw]
[wdpdR)Pd]
[dw0w0wdw]
[K)Qdw)pd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w#4                            (11+10)

Sp. Honorable Mention
Leonid Lyubashevsky, 
Leonid Makaronez
& Victor Volchek W________w

[wdwdwgKd]
[dBdw0wdw]
[wdwdpdw0]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdpdwdwH]
[dwdpdwdw]
[bdwdwdRd]
[dwhwdwdk]
w--------w

Commendation

Baldur Kozdon

#11                             (4+9) 

5th Honorable Mention - (Olivier Schmitt - M1812) 1.Bb8! Kb6 2.Rb4+ Kc5 3.Ra4 Kb7

4.Bc7+ Kc5 5.Bg3 Rf1 6.Bb8 Kb6 7.Rb4+ Kc5 8.Re4 Kb6 9.Bc7+ Kc5 10.cxb3 Rb1/d2

11.Rc4/b4#; 5...Sg4 6.Rxg4 Sf5 7.Bf2+ Sd5 8.Rxd4 Rf1 9.Be3 Kb6 10.Rb5+ Ka5 11.Ra4#.

Routine pendulum moves but not much originality.

Sp. Honorable Mention - (Leonid Lyubashevsky, Leonid Makaronez & Victor Volchek -

M1794) 1.bxc3! (2.Rd4+ Qxd4 3.Qxf5+ Qe5 4.Qxe5#), 1...Qxc3 2.Re5+ Kd4 3.fxe3+ Qxe3

4.Qxc4#, 1...Bxc3 2.Sb6+ Qxb6 3.Re5+ Bxe5/Kd4 4.Qxc4/fxe3#, 1...Bc7 2.Bxc4+ Kc6 3.Bb5+

Kd5/Kxb5 4.c4/Qa4#, 1...fxe4 2.Qd1+ Qd4 3.Qxd4+ Ke6 4.Bxc4#. Strategic composition with

two captures of the key-move Pawn.

Commendations are not rated.

Commendation - (Baldur Kozdon - M1810) 1.Rg6+! Kh2 2.Sf3+ Kh3 3.Sg1+ Kh4 4.Bf3 Se2 

5.Rg4+ Kh5 6.Sh3 e5 7.Kh7 Sg1 8.Sxg1 e4 9.Rf4+ exf3 10.Sxf3 ~ 11.Rh4#. Unfortunately, an 

often used-up scheme and, as a result, a trivial solution.

W________w
[wdwdwdwh]
[dwdpdwdR]
[wdbiwdwI]
[dwdNHw0w]
[w0w!wdwd]
[dqdwdw0w]
[wdw$wdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Commendation
Leonid Makaronez
& Rauf Aliovsadzade

#4*                              (6+8)

W________w
[wdwdwGRd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdpdwd]
[dBdkdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwIwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st Prize for the miniature
Rauf Aliovsadzade

#4√. (4+2)

W________w
[wdbdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[IQdwdRdw]
[wdwdwdpd]
[dwdwdwiq]
w--------w

2nd Prize for miniature
Baldur Kozdon

#10                              (3+4)

Commendation - (Leonid Makaronez & Rauf Aliovsadzade - M1763) 1...B~ 2.Sc4+ Qxc4

3.Qf6[A]+ Kc5 4.Qb6[B]#, 1...Qa2 2.Qxb4+ Ke6 3.Re7+ Kf5 4.Qg4#, 2...Kxe5 3.Re7+ Kf5

4.Qe4#; 1.Rf7! Bxd5 2.Qb6 [B]+ Kxe5 3.Qf6 [A]+ Ke4 4.Qd4#, 1...Qxd5 2.Sc4+ Kc7 3.Qb6+

Kc8 4.Rf8#. The white Rook is sacrifices on the key-move. In variations, the black Queen and

Bishop capture the same white Knight after which the black King is chased to the mating

square.

43

W________w
[wdndwdwd]
[dwdwdwdK]
[w0pdPdwd]
[dwdwGPdw]
[wdN)kdP0]
[dpdwHwdw]
[wdwdP0w4]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w#11√. (9+8)



1st Prize for the miniature - (Rauf Aliovsadzade - M1775) Both tries fail: 1.Rg6? Ke5! and

1.Be7? e5!. 1.Bb4! Ke5 2.Be7! Kd5 3.Rc8 e5/Ke5 4.Bc4/Re5#, 1...e5 2.Rg6! e4 3.Kf4 Kd4

4.Rd6#. In the solution, everything changes to the exact opposite! In the first variation, 1…Ke5,

which was the refutation to 1.Rg6, White plays 2.Be7, which was the second try. Similarly, in

the second variation, 1…e5, which was the refutation to 1.Be7, White now plays 2.Rg6, which

was the first try. Original and wholesome! Interesting super-miniature, white aristocrat.

Congratulations!

2nd Prize for miniature - (Baldur Kozdon - M1795) A logical composition. The try: 1.Qe3+

Kh2 3.Rh3+ fails to Bxa3. Therefore, the Bishop must be removed from c8-h3 diagonal.

1.Qe3+! Kh2 2.Qe5+ Kg1 3.Qe1+ Kh2 4.Qg3+ Kg1 5.Re3! Ba6 (losing control over the h3-

square) 6.Re1+ Bf1 7.Qe3+ Kh2 8.Qf2 Kh3 9.Re4 g1Q 10.Rh4#. White forcing-moves in such

miniatures are natural. It is surprising that there are no captures on either side. Good miniature!

W________w
[wdwdwdNd]
[dwdwdw$w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdKdk0w]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdw)wdP]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

1st H.M. for miniature
Anatoly Stepochkin

#5*                              (4+2)

W________w
[Kdkdwdwd]
[0wdqdNdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[)wdwdQdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

2nd H.M. for a miniature
Richard Becker

#10*                            (4+3)

W________w
[wdwdwdwd]
[dwdwHwdw]
[wdwdwdwd]
[dBdwdPdw]
[wdNiwdKd]
[dwdwdwdw]
[wdwdRdwd]
[dwdwdwdw]
w--------w

Sp. H.M. for a miniature
Andrzej Szypulski 
& Bogusz Piliczewski 

#4                               (6+1) 

1st Honorable Mention for miniature - (Anatoly Stepochkin - M1764) 1...g4 2.hxg4#;

1.Se7+! Kf6 2.Rh7 g4 3.h4 g3 4.e4 g2 5.e5#. Two Ideal-mates by two different pawns, in a

miniature!

2nd Honorable Mention for a miniature - (Richard Becker - M1766) Try: 1.Qc3+? Qc7

2.Qh3+ Qd7 3.Qf3 Qb5!; 1.a4! a6 (1...Qc7 2.Qg4+ Qd7 3.Qc4+ Qc7 4.Qe6+ Qd7 5.Qa6+)

2.Qc3+ (2.a5? Qb5!) 2...Qc7 3.Qh3+ Qd7 4.Qf3! zz a5 5.Qc3+ Qc7 6.Qh3+ Qd7 7.Qh8+ Kc7

8.Qb8+ Kc6 9.Qb5+ Kc7 10.Qb7#. Technically, well-composed logical problem, but lacking

artistry.

Special Honorable Mention - (Andrzej Szypulski & Bogusz Piliczewski - M1805) 1.Rb2!

Ke4 2.Sc6 Kd5 3.Re2 Kc5 4.Re5#; 2...Kd3 3.Sb6+ 3.Kc3/Ke3 4.Sa4#/Re2#, 1...Kd3 2.Rd2+

2.Kc3 3.Sd5+ Kb3 4.Rb2#, 1...Kc3/Kc5 2.Sc6 etc. Good key-move providing an additional

square for the black King, with the white Rook switchback and two model echo-mate! The

technical Pawn on f5 detracts.

We thank Ferhat for being the judge. The award is open for 3 months. Please send comments to

Mike Prcic.
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