5) Iuri Akobia - Checkmate studies

Preliminary Results
1st Prize
Martin Minski, Jan Sprenger -(Germany)
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1.%2g6! h1¥ 2.e8% Whxd5 3.Wc8+ sog3 [position X]

4.2h4+!

[logical try: 4. We3+? W5f3! 5.Wg4+?? txg4 no mate possible because of the wB;
thematic try: 4.2f4+? ©g21= (4...Dxf4? 5. W2+ de4 6. We8+ Hd3 7. Wee3+ dc4
8.Wa2+ chb5 9.Wb2+ che4 10. Wec3# mate with self-block on d5) |

4...%h2 5.2g3+! oxg36.We3+

1) 6...15f3 7.¥gd+1! oxgd 8.Wg5#

1) 6...81£3 7.Wc7+ shgd

(7...292 8.Wc2+ g3 9.Wcf2+ g4 10.Wixf3+ ¥xf3 11.¥g5# with thematic mate)
8.Wc4+!! echo queen sacrifice 8...%xc4 9.Wg5#

German composers successfully employ Queen sacrifice to seamlessly reflect and connect to

the study’s plot.



214 Prize

Amatzia Avni (Israel), Sergei Osintsev (Russia)
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1.¥xe6! e1W+! 2.chxe1 Wa5+ 3.%e2 Wb5+ 4.f2 2f5+ 5.Wxf5 Wxf5+ 6.2g1 3
7.9xe3!.¥xh5! 8.b8W ¥xh8!9.Wh3! Wg8+! 10.2)g4+! ¥xb3 11.)f2#
Very powerful study where both sides try to outplay each other that ends in a delightful

+

checkmate manoeuvre.

3 Prize
Sergei Didukh (Ukraine)
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1 LT+ [Try 1.5e6+? ©f6 2.5xf5 h1¥ 3.5 xd6 Wa1l (3... Bh5+? 4.5)f5 W7 5.5)fd4
Wb7+ 6.oxc4 Wbl 7.f4 Wxed 8.0b4+-) 4.9 xcd We5+! 5.5 xe5 model stalemate with 5
white pieces KBNNP.] 1...2f4 2.5xf5 h1¥ 3.5 d4 Wh5+ 4.e5! ¥Wxe5+ 5.ctxc4 Wd5+!
6.2d3! [6.¢6xd57? stalemate.] 6...2e5 7.f4+ ©xf4 8.2c1+ e5 9.f4#

Gripping clash of both sides, wherein White’s try to avoid stalemate leads to a lovely
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checkmate in center of the board.



4t Prize

Michael Pasman (Israel)
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1.£e6+!! [Thematic try : 1.De7+ &f8 2.)xd5 £b2+! 3.cbe6 Nc8! 4.a8W? (4.£xh7 Hxa7
5.9c4 Hc5+ 6.2d6 £d4=draw; 4.9b4 Hc7+ 5.d7 Dxa7 6.2xc7 £c3 7.9bc6 Dxcb
8.9)xc6 £d2=) 4...)c5# 1...8xe6 2. e7+! f8 3.21g6+!! hxg6 4.a8W+ He8+ 5.56xg6!
£f7+ 6.2h7! Hac7 7.Wf3! Le7! 8.5c6!%)e6 9.Wxf7+!! &xf7 10.H)e5+ 2f8 11.2)d7+
Bf7 12.g6#

5t Prize
Michael Pasman (Israel)
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1.5f5+11 Wixf5 [1...bxf4 2. 801+ bxf5 3.c8W+ hi6 4.1f8+ he6 5.We7+ &d5 6.d7 Wdda+
7.50h1 Wd1+ 8.0f1 Wixf1+ 9.6h2 g3+ 10.xg3 He2+ 11.5hd Wh1+ 12.8g5 Wxc1+
13.0f6+-) 2.5\f1+ ha 3.d7! He2+ 4.2h1 Hig3+! 5.5 xg3 Wixd7 6.c8M!1! ¥xc8 7.h2!!
exfd 8.2e7+ g5 9.2d6!! Wc5! 10.0)f5+!! Wxf5 11.g3+ fxg3+ 12.8xg3#




Very best checkmates are the ones that are preceded by aggressive actions from both sides to
outsmart each other. And that is accurately demonstrated in both of studies from Michael
Pasman.

Special Prize
Jan Timman - (Nederland)
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1.5ef6! £98 2.2d6 Ze8 3.We5 2h4 4.2h3! Hed+! 5.¥xed Hf2 6.Wa4ll b5
7.¥d4! Hxh3 8.¥xh4! gxh4 9.2e5 b4 10.a4 Hf2 11.sg5#

EI?

Dutch Grandmaster handily developed and expanded Nikitin’s 1977 chess study.

Special Prize
Oleg Pervakov- (Russia)
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1.Wc2+ 2al 2.Wc1+ a2 3.Wc5 Hxf5+ 4.8xf5 2a7 5.2b3+ ©xb3 6.2g3+ Hd3
7.8xd3+ b2 8.Wxa7 Hxd5+ 9.8xd5 c5+ 10.s2c4 [10.¥xc5 Wia#]10...Wxa7 11.2d2+
&ec1 12.8d1+ b2 13.25d2#



In a very rare design Black wins in false try while White ends up victorius in main line. It’s a
unfortunate knock against the study that Black’s actions to checkmate White end up more
alluring than the main one.

Honourable Mention

Yochanan Afek (Israel)
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1.5 c5! Bxc2 2.£93 [2.20g4? Exc3 3.2f2 Hcd 4.5 e5 Hc2 5.8d4 g7=; 2.0d7+? g7

3.893 g6 4.8e5 xg5 5.0\f3+ g4 6.6)d4 Exc3 7.6\ 6+ h3 8.5xg8= EGTB]
2...f6! 3.gxf6 Bxc3 4.5g4!! BExg3 5.5h6! Eg7! 6.F7!1 [(Nowotny!)] 6...Exf7 [main 6...8xf7
7.5d7#] 7.5 e6#

Honourable Mention
Yuri Bazlov- (Russia)
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1.a8@‘+ hb4 2.£xa2 £g5+ 3.2c8 Wg8+ 4.¢bb7 £d5+ 5.2a7 £e3+ 6.9 ed4 £xd4+
7.5 xd4 Wig7+ 8.52a6 Wg6+ 9.¥c6 £xc6 10.2d6+ Wxd6 11.2)c2+ ske5
(11...a412.b3#)12.b4#) 12.ba#) ]




Honourable Mention
Steffen Nielsen (Denmark)
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1.5b2 Hc3 2.Hxc3 £g7+ 3.2e5 Wcs+ 4.52b2 Wixd8 5.2d4! Wxdd+ 6.c3+ ¥xd1

7.2a5#

Honourable Mention
Araz Almammadov, Kenan Velikhanov (Azerbaijan), Vladislav Tarasiuk (Ukraine)
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1.2)b6 [1.cxb5 £xd6 2.¢2g1 £g3 3.8f1 Ef5 4.0c3 £c7 5.50f2 2b6+ 6.%2g3 f2 7.52g4 Ee5]

1...2h6+ 2.22g1 2g6+ 3.1 £xd6 4.5 c8+ ©xab 5.0)xd6 2xd6 6.2d2 2b6 7.c5 xb7
8.Ba2#



Commendation
Leonard Katsnelson - (Russia)
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1.®e7 £xc2 2.d6 £a4 3.b5 [3.c6 2xc6 4.8xc6 b1 5.d7+ hc7 6.d8W+ hxc6 7.Wc8+

®b5]
3...8xb5 4.c6 £xc6 5.2xc6 b1 6.d7+ sc7 7.d8%+ Pxc6 8.Wc8+ ¢hd5 9.Wc4+ Le5
10.Wed#

Commendation
Darko Hlebec (Serbia)
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Black move +

1..Eh2+ 2.©2xh2 exf2 3.2f1 8xfl 4.b7 Bh1+ 5.5893 f1¥ 6.b8H+ a7 7.5)xc6+ a6
8.2b6#



Special Commendation
Ruzvelt Martsvalashvili (Georgia)
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1.8d2+ &c3 2.5 ed+ hba 3.2d6+ a4 4.5 c5+ hba 5.5 xab+ a4 6.5 c5+ hba
7.5 d3+ chad 8.9 b2+ Hxb2 9.8xd4 Hc2 10.2d5 b2 11.2a5+ b3 12.2xa3#
Martsvalashvili has presented a remixed version of Akobia’s study.



