
 

MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

Final results 

twomovers 
Judge: Elmar Abdullayev 

 

The competition received 19 tasks from 11 authors representing 6 countries 

(Azerbaijan, USA, Slovakia, Russia, Czech Republic and Israel). The level of the 

tasks was quite high. Since no comments were received, the differences remain the 

same. 
 

Paul Murashev (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

1st Prize 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOP»POPOQ 
NO¼O¼OPOPQ 
NPGPWPOP¹Q 
NOPOºOP»3Q 
NPOPOnOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPm1OQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        7+5 
1. q:d6? – zz 1... g3 (a) 2.sg5#, 1... ug3! 1. qf5? – zz 1... g3 (a) 2.qf4#     

1... ug3 (b) 2.of2#, 1... d5! 1. sd3? – zz 1... g3 (a) 2.se4# 1... ug3 (b) 

2.og5# (А) – battery, 1... b5! 

 

1. se2! – 2. sh2#                                                                                                   

1... g3 (a) 2.og5 (А)# – Somov (B1)                                                                        

1... ug3 (b) 2.sf2# 

Zagoruiko 1+2+2+2, exchange according to Rukhlis Chateau on the same 

squares with different pieces (g5,f2), Somov. 



 
 

 

Paul Murashev (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

2nd Prize 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPO1OPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOXOPQ 
NPO¼2POPOQ 
NO¼OP©POPQ 
NP»P»HOPOQ 
NOºOºOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        6+5 

 
1. mf2? ~ 2.se4#; 1... uc4 (a) 2.s:d3#, 1... c4!  

1. ud7? zz 1... c4 (b) 2.qf5#, 1... ue5!, 1. ue7? zz, 1... ue5 2.mc3# (A) – 

direct battery. 1... uc4 (a) 2.s:c5#, 1... c4, 1. qa6? zz, 1... uc4 (a) 2.s:c5# 

1... c4 (b) 2.mf6# – indirect battery. 1... ue5! 

 

1. sf4! zz 

1... uc4 (a) 2.mc3# (A) – direct battery 

1... c4 (a) 2.qd6# 

1... ud4 2.mc3# 
 

Zagoruiko 3x2 (in 4 phases), battery change, battery play for different black 

defenses, Rukhlis, alternating defense-refutation. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Z. Labai (Slovakia), M. Svitek (Czech Republic) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

3rd Prize 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOpOQ 
NOPOPYPOPQ 
NªOº2P¹POQ 
NOº©POPWPQ 
NP0POPOnOQ 
NOPOP¹POPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        9+3 
                                    b) c5>b5 

a) diagram 

 

1.oe5! ~ 2.qd4# (A) 2.e4# (B),  

1... q:e5 (a) 2.mb6# (C) 

1... o:e5 (b) 2.me3# (X) 

 

b) 

 

1.mc6! threat: 2.mb6# (C),  

1... qe5 (a) 2.qd4# (A), 1... oe5 (b) 2.e4# (B) 

1... qe3+ 2.m:e3#, 1... q:c6 2.me3#, 1... od4 2.q:d4# 

 

Mochalkin combination – synthesis le Grand and Dombrovskis paradox, 

Rudenko, pseudo le Grand, Novotny, Grimshaw, changed mates. 

 

 



 

 

 

Miroslav Svitek (Czech Republic) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

4th Prize 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOpOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPoPOQ 
NOPOnGPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
N2POPOPOPQ 
NPWPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPO1«POPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        4+4 
 

1.se2! ~ 2.sa2# (A) 2.sb5# (B) 2.qa3# (C) 

 

1… ua5 2.sa2# (A) 2.sb5# (B) 

1… mb2 2.sb5# (B) 2.qa3# (C) 

1… oe8 2.qa3# (C) 2.sa2# (A) 

 

1… o:b3 2.sa6# 

1… u:b3 2.sc2# 

1… oc4 2.sa2# (A) 

1… o:d6 2.sb5# (B) 

1… mc3 2.qa2# (C) 
 

 

 

Aristocrat. The mechanism reminded me of the Bogdanov-Rychkov theme. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Alexander Shpakovsky (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

5th Prize 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOXOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOªOPOPQ 
NPOºIP¹POQ 
NOPO3mPOPQ 
NPOPO¼OPOQ 
NOPWP0POnQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        8+3 
 

 

1... s:e4 (a) 2.mb5# (A), 1... s:f5 (b) 2.qc4# 

 

1. uf3!! ~ 2.mb5# (A) 

1... s:e4+ (a) 2.m:e4# 

1... s:f5+ (b) 2.m:f5# 

1... sc4 2.q:c4# 

1... s:d6 2.q:d6# 

 

A game of disguised battery, with provoking checks, introduction, 2x2 

checkmate change. The inverse form of the Dombrovskis effect. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Vladimir Kuzmichev (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

1st HM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPO¼»¼OPOQ 
NOPO3©PGPQ 
N¼WP©POPOQ 
N»POPO1OPQ 
NºOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        6+6 
 

1... uc6 2.md4# 

 

1.sd3! zz, 1... uc6 2.m:e7#, 1... c6 2.mc7#, 1... d7:e6 2.mb4#, 

1... u:e6 2.sg6#, 1... c5 2.qb6# 

 

Four games of battery with change to illusory variant.  

 

Additionally: 
 

1.uf5? zz 

1... uc6 2.md4# 

1... c6 2.sg3# 

1... d7:e6 + 2.s:e6# 

1... c5! 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Rauf Aliovsadzade (USA) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

2nd HM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOHQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPO¼0P»P¹Q 
NOPOPO¼OPQ 
NPOPOª2POQ 
N¹POPOPWPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        6+4 
 

1.sb8? ~ zz, 

1... f:e3 2. sg3#, 1... u:e3 2. sb3#, 1... c4! 

1.sa1? - zz, 

1... f:e3 2. sf1#, 1... u:e3 2. sc3#, 1... c4! 

1.sa8! - zz, 

1... f:e3 2. ue5#, 1... u:e3 2. sa3#, 1... c4 2. ud4# 

 

A beautiful twomover move with a choice of entry with the queen and a change 

of play on the e3 square (1... fxe3, 1... Kxe3) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Miroslav Svitek (Czech Republic) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

3rd HM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOpOPQ 
NPOPOPoPOQ 
NOP»POHOPQ 
N1O3OPO¬OQ 
NOPmPOPOZQ 
NXOPOPOPOQ 
NOªOP©POPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        6+6 
 

1.mc3? ~ 2.mca4# 

1... o:c4 a 2.mba4# A 

1... q:c4 b 2.md3# B 

but 1... oe6! 

 

1.qc3! ~ 2.mba4# A / 2.md3# B 

1… o:c4 a 2.se5# 

1… q:c4 b 2.sd4# 

1… oe6 2.s:f8# 

1… me6 2.se5# 

 

In the attempt and the decision – the entry on one square. The change of play to 

captures of the bishop c4, where checkmates turn into threats. 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Vladimir Kuzmichev (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

4th HM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOP2ZOPQ 
NPOn»¼»POQ 
NOPOHOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPO1OPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOXmQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        5+5 
 

1... e7-e5+ 2.sd6:e5#; 1... e7:d6 2.qg1-e1#; 1.qg1-e1? e7-e6! 

 

1.sf6!! zz 

1... d5 2.sc6# 

1... d6 2.oc6# 

1... e5 + 2.s:e5# 

1... e6 2.sd8# 

1... e:f6 2.qe1# - эхо 

1... qh8 2.s:h8# 

1... qg8 2.q:g8# 

 

Pickenini. Queen sacrifice without threat. Skis – both pawns play for short and 

long moves. Short move refutation. 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Alexander Pankratiev (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

5th HM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NnOPOPOPOQ 
NOPO¼OPOPQ 
N¼OJOPOPOQ 
N0¬OPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPOXOQ 
NOP©PO3OºQ 
NPOPWPOªOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        7+5 
 

 

1... se3 2.o:e3#, 1... sd4 2.o:d4#, 1... sb6 2.o:b6# 

1.qe1? ~ 2.mh3#, 1... m:c2! 

 

1.md4! ~ 2.mh3# 

1... s:d4 2.o:d4# 

1... sc2+ 2.m:c2# 

1... sb5+ 2.m:b5# 

1... sc8/sc6+ 2.mc6# 

1... sh5/sf5 2.mf5# 
 

The shahs themselves, the Zirs battery, and the change of mats are observed. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Rauf Aliovsadzade (USA) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

6th HM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPO1OPOPOQ 
NmP»POPOPQ 
NX»3OPOPOQ 
NO¼¹¼OPOPQ 
NPOXOPOPOQ 
NOP¹POPOPQ 
NPOnOPOPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        7+5 
 

 

1. o:b5! (2.oa4, oa6, o:c6#) 

1... c:b5 2. q:b5#, 1... b3 2.oa3#, 1... d3 2.oe3# 

 

Theme Ojanen. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Ilham Aliev (Аzerbaijan) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

1st COM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPoPY3Q 
NPOPOPO¼OQ 
NOPOPOXO¼Q 
NPOPOªOªOQ 
NOPOPOHOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOPOPOPQ 
NPOPOPO1OQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        5+5 
 

 

1.qg6? 1... h5!  

 

1.qf7! ~ 2.mg6# 

1... o:f7 2.me:f7#, 

1... qf8 [a] 2.q:f8# [B], 

1... g6 2.qh7# 

1... h:g5 2.sh2# 

 

Choosing the first move. Problem for the solving competition. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Александр Панкратьев (Россия) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

2nd COM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOXOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NO¼OPOPOPQ 
NPOPO3©POQ 
NOPmPO¼¹PQ 
NPOPOp¹POQ 
NOPOªWPOPQ 
NPOPO1OPOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        8+4 
 

 

1.og8?  2.mc4# 

1... b5! 

 

1.me4! ~ 2.qe8# 

1... od2 +2.me4:d2# 

1... of2 + 2.me4:f2# 

1... oc5 2.N:c5# 

 

Unleashing the black bishop and then destroying it. The attempt looks 

impressive, and the solution is the knight's rebound to the original square. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Rauf Aliovsadzade (USA) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

3rd COM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPWPOPQ 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
N©P»3¹POPQ 
NPOP»POPGQ 
NOPO¼OPOPQ 
NPOP¹POPOQ 
NOP¹POPO1Q 
NPOPOPOnOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        8+4 
 

 

1. c4! ~ 2.c5# 

1... d:c3 e.p. 2.oc5#, 1... d:c4 2.sc5#. 

 

Rybinsk theme. 

1... c5 2.s:d5# 

 

Remake of the author's  Olimpiya dünyası, 2011, #2 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Vladimir Kuzmichev (Russia) 
MiniStar-VIII, 2024 

4th COM 

KLLLLLLLLM 
NOPOPOP2PQ 
NPOPOP»nOQ 
NOPOPOPO1Q 
NPOPOPOPOQ 
NOPOºOPOPQ 
NPOP«POPOQ 
N»¼OPOPOPQ 
NXOPOPOHOQ 
RSSSSSSSST 

                              #2                                        5+5 
 

 

1.se3? ~ 2.se8#, 1... me5! 

 

1.sg5? ~ 2.sd8#, 1... f6 2.sd5#, 1... f5! 

 

1.sb1! 

1... a:b1s 2.qa8# 

1... b:a1s 2.sb8# 

1... m~ 2.sh7# 

1... f6 2.s:a2# 

 

Choice of queen entry with a slight change of game. 

 

07.01.2025 


