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Prize  № 2439 – Pavel Arestov (Russia)

1.Ke3? Sc2+! 2.Kf2 Se1! 3.Qe4 Sf3! 4.Qxf3 - stalemate)

1.Kf4! Kg1 2.Qd1+ Kf2 3.Qd2+ Kf1 4.Kf3! g1=S+! 5.Ke3 h1=S!

6.Qh2! Sc2+ 7.Qxc2 Sh3 8.Qe2+! Kg1 9.Kf3 Sg5+ 10.Kf4! Sh3+

11.Kg4 Sg5 12.Kxg5 Sg3 13.Qf3 Sh1 14.Kf4 Sf2 15.Qg3+! Kf1

16.Ke3! 16... Se4 17.Qh2! Sg3 18.Qf2#.

White minimal and two black minor promotions to knights, and

afterwards the white Queen gives a mate at the 18th move.

#18                                                   2+4

Honorable Mention  № 2432 – Ferhat Karmil (Turkey)

Main plan:1. Ng3 - 2. Rf5 - 3. Rf1#

1. Ng3! Ke1 2. Nd3+ Kd1 3. Nf2+ Ke1 4. Nd1! K:d1 5. Rf5 Ke1 6.

Rf1# a model mate.

White realizes the main plan Rf1# with an effective sacrifice of the white

knight on d1!

#6                                                     4+2

I examined 33 original problems with average quality. I decided to split them in two 

categories: A – miniatures and B – strategic and logical problems. My award is as 

follows:

SECTION A: MINIATURE



Commendation  № 2496 – Richard Becker (USA)

1.Qa8+ Kh7 2.Qe4+ Kh8 3.Qe2! Rg3 4.Qe8+ Kh7 5.Qg8+ Kh6

6.Q:g7+ Kh5 7.Qg6+ Kh4 8.Qh6#

Another white minimal. The white Queen after a beautiful manoeuvre

gives a mate at the 8th move.

#8 2+5

Commendation № 2513 – Kurt Keller (Germany)

1. Qa6+?, Qc6/Qd7? [2. Qa4#] 1. ... Kb4!

1. Kd1/Ke1? d2 2. Kxd2 d3 3. Qb6 Kd4 4. Qe6 c4 5. Qd5#; 1. ... Kc3!

1. Kc1! Kc3 (1. ... d2+? 2. K:d2 d3 3. Qb6 Kd4 4. Qe6 c4 5. Qd5#)

2. Qb2+ Kc4 3. Kd1! d2 4. K:d2 d3 5. Qb7 Kd4 6. Qd5#.

Switchback of the white King who completes a round-trip (rundlauf:

Kc1-Kd1-Kd2), the white Queen and the black King.

#6                                                     3+4
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Commendation  № 2514 – Rauf Aliovsadzade (USA)

1.Kg6! e6 2.Kf6 e5 3.Kf5 e4 4.Kf4 e3 5.Sg3 e2 6.Sf5#.

Black minimal and the black King’s round-trip (Kg6-f6-f5) and the

7th WCCT theme.

#6                                                     4+2

Commendation № 2516 – Peter Krug (Austria)

1.Bf7! Kg7 2.Be8+ Kh8 3.Kg6 Rf1! Rf3 4.Bc6! Rg3+ 5.Kf6 Rg4

6.Re8+ Rg8 7.Re5! Rg8 8.Re5!! Rf8+ 9.Kg6 Rg8+ 10.Kf7 Rg7+

11.Kf6 11..Rg1 12.Rh5+ Kg8 13.Bd5+ Kf8 14.Rh8+ Rg8 15.R:g8#

11...Ra7 12.Re8+ Kh7 13.Be4+ Kh6 14.Rh8+ Rh7 15.Rxh7# Echo

11...Kh7 12.Rh5+ Kg8 13.Bd5+ Kf8 14.Rh8+ Rg8 15.R:g8#

11...Kg8 12.Re8+ Kh7 13.Be4+ Rg6+ 14.Bxg6+ Kh6 15.Rh8#

An aristocratic miniature (a problem or analytical study) in which the

author found a uniquely determined way to giving a mate!

#15                                                  3+2

4



1st Prize  № 2469 – Mikhail Marandyuk (Ukraine)

1.Be7! ~ 2.Bd6+ A Kf6 3.Qc3+ B e5 4.Q:e5#

1...Rc6 2.Qc3+ B Kd5 3.Rg5+ C e5 4.R:e5#

1...Re3 2.Rg5+ C Kf4 3.Bd6+ A e5 4.B:e5#

Cyclic change of the white second and third moves AB-BC-CA, with

delayed Umnov effect and mates on the same square (e5) by the three

thematic pieces (Q:e5, R:e5 and B:e5).

#4                                                   7+10

2nd Prize № 2663 – Ferhat Karmil (Turkey)

1.Sc7+? S:c7!

1. Sg5+! Ke5 2.Sf3+ Ke6 3.Sg7+ Kf6 4.Sh5+ Ke6 5. S:f4+ Kf6

6.S:d5+ Ke6 7.Sf4+ Kf6 8.Sh5+ Ke6 9. Sg7+ Kf6 10.d4 S:d4 11.Se8+

Ke6 12.S:c7+ Kf6 13.Sd5+ Ke6 14.Sg5+ Ke5 15.B:e7 Sf3 16.Bf6#

After the introduction by the knight Sh3-g5-f3, the play is being taken by

the second white knight (Se8) who eliminates the black pawn on d5 and

the black bishop on c7, and returns by making a round-trip (Rundlauf).

#16                                                 6+11
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SECTION B: STRATEGIC PROBLEMS AND LOGICAL MOREMOVERS



3rd Prize № 2483 – Ferhat Karmil (Turkey) Dedicate to Fazilet

1. Se2+ ~ 2.Sd2+ Ka1 3.Sd4 ~ 4.Sc2#; 1... fe!

1.Sf5! Ka1 2.Se3 Kb1 3.Sd1 Ka1 4.Sb2 Kb1 5.Sd3 Ka1 6.S:b4 Kb1

7.Sa2 Ka1! 8.Sc3! b4 9.Sa2 b5 10.S:b4 Kb1 11.Sa2 Ka1 12.Sc3 b4

13.Sa2 b5! 14.S:b4 Kb1 15.Sa2 Ka1 16.Sc3 b4 17.Sa2 Kb1 18.Sd2

Ka1 19.S:b4 - 20.Sc2#

The white knight (Sg3) eliminates the black pawns on the b-file,

allowing the other knight (Sf1) to give a mate. The problem #20

symbolically denotes the birth of the author’s mother Fazilet 100 years

ago (1920-2020).

#20                                                 3+10

1st Honorable Mention № 2503 – Richard Becker (USA)

1.Rb8? Rxb8! 2.Rxb8 a5 3.K:g5 a4 4.h4 a3 5.h5 Ka1 6.h6 a2 7.h7 pat

(stalemate)

1.R7b2+? Ka3 2.Rb8 Ka2! 3.Rxa8 Kxb1 i mat vo 14

1.R1b5? a5!

1.R1b2+! Ka3 2.R7b3+ Ka4 3.Rb8 Ka3 4.R2b7 R:b8 5.R:b8 a5

6.K:g5 a4 7.h3-h4 (h2-h4) Ka2 8.h5 a3 9.h6 Ka1 10.h7 Ka2 11.h8=R

Ka1 12.Rh2 a2 13.Rh1# Version B

Meredith with an interesting idea of elimination of

the black rook (Ra8) and a white rook (Rb8),

a march of the white pawn from h3 (or from

h2 in the version), a minor promotion h8=R and

white Phoenix. #13

#13                                                  4+4
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2nd Honorable Mention № 2618 – Ferhat Karmil (Turkey)

1. Qc5! Ra6! 2.Qc8! Ka5! 3.Qc7+ Rb6! 4.Qd8 Ka4! 5.Qa8+ Ra6

6.Q:b7 Ka5! 7.Qc7+ (full rotation of the queen) Ka4! 8.Qd8 Ra7 9.Qb8

Ra6 10.Qc7 (second small spin of the queen) Ra8 11.Qb6 Ra5 12.Qb7

Ra8 13.Q:a8#

A white minimal problem in which the white Queen during the battle with

the black Rook makes a small or big round-trip (Rundlauf).

#13                                                   2+8

3rd Honorable Mention № 2495 – L. Makaronez (Israel) & V. Volcek (Belarus)

1. Sf4! (2.Qa6 Se5 3.Qa5+ Kc4 4.Qb4#)

1...Se3 2.Qd4+ Kb5 3.Qb6+ Kc4 4.Qc6# the line of Bg1 is interfered

1…Sf6 2.Qd6+ Kc4 3.Qc6+ Bc5 4.Qa6# the line of Rg6 is interfered

1...Re6 2.S:e6+ fe6 3.Qd6+ Kc4 4.Bd3#

1...f5 2.Bg6 Bd4 3.cd4+ Kb4 4.Qb3#

Change of functions of three moves by the white Queen. Two variations

involving use of interference with lines of black pieces. The second pair

of variations includes the white bishop h7.

#4                                                     7+9
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1st Commendation № 2436 – Richard Becker (USA)

1.Qb4? Qf6+ 2.Qb6 Qxb6+ 3.Kxb6 Nb7

1.Qg2+! Kb8 2.Qg3+ Ka8 3.Qf3+ Kb8 4.Qf4+ Ka8 5.Qe4+ Kb8

6.Qe5+ Ka8 7.Qb2! zz Qg8 8.Qg2+ Kb8 9.Qg3+ Q:g3 10.e8=Q#

After the switchback of the white Queen (7.Qb2!) Black is in zugzwang,

and White forces exchange of Queens in order to mate with the

promoted Queen 10.d8=Q# (Phoenix).

#10                                                   7+4

2nd Commendation № 2457 – Elmar Abdullayev (Azerbaijan)

1.Rbxe7!

1…Bxe4 2.Rxe4 cd3 3.ed3 Kf6 4.d4 Kf5 5.d3 Kf6 6.d5 Kf5 7.d6 Kf6

8.d7 Kf5 9.d8=R Kf6 10.Rf8# MM

8…Kf7 9.d8=R Kf6 10.Rf8# MM

An unexpected Excelsior of the white pawn from e2 with minor

promotion (9.d8=R) and a model mate.

#10                                                   6+4
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3rd Commendation № 2460 – Marcelo Reides & Mario Garcia (Argentina)

1.Bc6? d5! 2.B:d5 f4 3.Bf8 f3 4.B:f3 stalemate

1.Bd5! f4 2.Bf8! f4 2.Bf8! f3 3.B:f3 d5 4.K:e3 d4+ 5.S:d4 Kg1 6.Bd6

h1=S!

7.Be2 with two variants:

A) 7...Sg3 8.B:g3 h2 9.Kd2 Kh1 10.Bf3 Kg1 11.Ke1 Kh1 12.Sf5!...

a.1.) 12...gf5 13.Kf2 f4 14.B:g2#

a.2.) 12...Kg1 13.Bf2+ Kh1 14.Sg3#

White avoids stalemate and after the black defence with a minor

promotion 6…h1=S! the mates 14.B:g2# and 14.Sg3# follow. All white

pieces (KBBS) are involved in the solution.

#14                                                   6+8

4th Commendation № 2494 – L. Makaronez & L. Lubashevsky (Israel)

1.Sb1! (2.Sc3+ Kd4 3.Qd2+ Kc4 4.Qf4#)

1...h1=Q 2.Qh1+ f3 3.Sd2+ Kd4 4.Qh8#

3...Kf4 4.Qh6#

2...Kd4 3.Qc6 Kc4 4.Qa4#

1...Kd4 2.Qd2+ Ke4 3.Qc3 - 4.Sd2#

1...c4 2.Sd2+ Kd4 3.Sb3+ Ke4 4.Sc5#

Nice mating positions: four with the Queen and two with the Knight.

#10                                                   6+4
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